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Classification Decision: 


Unrestricted. 

Display Conditions: 
Not Applicable. 

Descriptive Note: 
Not Applicable. 


Direction to issue a label has been given on: Not Applicable. 


SUMMARY OF THE REASONS FOR DECISION: 

The untitled artwork is classified as unrestricted. 

Painted in 1984, the image is in acrylic on canvas and measures 238.8cm x 238.8cm. 
The background is painted in lilac with a fluorescent yellow border. The imagery is 
made using black line. The imagery is complex, with a number of different figures 
covering the entire surface of the canvas. The central image is of a large sitting figure 
in the background, with two grotesque forms in the front. To the left is a figure with 
dog's hindquarters and a distorted neck, head, teats and testicles. To the right is a 
figure with a human torso and a deformed head. The figure has six breasts and a long 
penis at right angles to the body. A small figure sits astride the penis. Between these 
larger figures are a variety of forms including smaller creatures, flying saucers, 
aeroplanes and pyramids. 

In applying the criteria of the Films, Videos, and Publications Classification Act 1993 
(FVPC Act), consideration has been given to the publication's treatment of matters of 
sex. 

Amongst the myriad of figures in the painting are some that allude to sexual activity, 
with a number of the figures having extended or erect penises. The depictions of 
genitalia are non-representational, non-explicit, and obscured by the detail of the 
surrounding images. These factors minimise the extent to which the publication can be 
said to refer to sexual activity, and the work in no way deals with matters of sex in such 
a manner that its availability is likely to be injurious to the public good. 
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In consideration of s3(4) of the FVPC Act, the dominant effect of the artwork is of a 
bold, complex, and highly abstract work of art. The size and colour of the work make it 
immediately impactful. The work has considerable artistic and cultural merit, being 
part of the oeuvre of renowned artist Keith Haring. 

Considering the criteria of the FVPC Act, it is not likely that the availability of the 
publication will be injurious to the public good, and the publication is classified as 
unrestricted. 


OFLCRef: 9900905 
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